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European Barge Union (EBU)

the European association representing a majority of the  inland navigation freight 

and passenger carrying industry on a Pan-European level. 

Its members are the national associations of barge owners and barge operators as 

well as (international) associations in the field of inland navigation and related 

areas. 

EBU’s mission is to contribute to the development of a sustainable and efficient              

European transport system via a larger share of inland waterway transport. 



POLICY DEVELOPMENTS 

• NAIADES

• MFF/CEF/H-EUROPE 

• DINA/DTLF/e-FREIGHT TRANSPORT DOCUMENT

• FUTURE CHALLENGES  
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POLICY NEEDS

Dedicated Inland Navigation Policy   

NAIADES  II + follow up program NAIADES III 

TEN-T and Connecting Europe  Facility (CEF)

Quality infrastructure 

 Sufficient financial support



POLICY NEEDS –

NAIADES III

Dedicated Inland Navigation Policy   

NAIADES  II + follow up program NAIADES III 

Council conclusions of Ministers of Transport on 3 

December 2018 with a reference to EBU/ESO’s 

Declaration 

Motion by the European Parliament adopted on 14 

February 2019 





INDUSTRY DECLARATION

CALL UPON THE EUROPEAN DECISION MAKERS 

to launch and support  a follow up program of NAIADES II for the 
period until 2030. In this program a holistic approach should address 

• Infrastructure: reliable and climate resilient infrastructure

• Innovation & Greening: suitable funding by public authorities at all 
levels to accelerate greening of the fleet and its transition to lower 
emissions and highest operational efficiency.  



INDUSTRY DECLARATION

CALL UPON THE EUROPEAN DECISION MAKERS 

to launch and support  a follow up program of NAIADES II for the 
period until 2030. In this program a holistic approach should address 
the following topics with sufficient support in terms of investment, 
governance & coordination and where necessary legislation: 

• Human agenda

• Digital agenda 

• Governance and cooperation



POLICY NEEDS -

INFRASTRUCTURE

TEN-T and Connecting Europe  Facility (CEF)

Quality infrastructure 

- CEF PROPOSAL EC May 2018: 30,6 bio € 

- CEF VOTING OF EP December 2018: increased budget 

€33.51bn. This budgetary increase was the main objective of 
the Transport Coalition “More EU budget for transport, the
best investment plan for Europe”



Quality Infrastructure -

conditio sine qua non 



Quality Infrastructure 

conditio sine qua non 





POLICY NEEDS -

INFRASTRUCTURE

TEN-T and Connecting Europe  Facility (CEF)

Quality infrastructure 

- CRUCIAL TO KEEP THE CO-FUNDING RATES FOR 

INLAND WATERWAYS IN COMPARISON TO CURRENT 

CEF (50 % for cross-border sections and bottlenecks) 

- REHABILITATION: as an important aspect within TEN-T 

and CEF to help keeping up the network



DIGITALISATION: 

DINA/DTLF/e-FREIGHT TRANSPORT DOCUMENT

EBU member of Digital Transport & Logistics Forum 2015-
2015, recently renominated for second term of DTLF as 
of 2019

- contributed to the release of the e-freight transport 
document directive (eFTI). 

- ongoing discussions regarding the digital agenda and
multimodal digital connection



INNOVATION & GREENING

EU POLICIES REGARDING REDUCTION OF EMISSIONS 

(COP 21) 

Adoption of the Ministerial Declaration focusing on 
ambitious environmental goals 

- reduction GHG 2035 by 35 %

- by 2050 almost 0 GHG



INNOVATION & GREENING

ENERGY TRANSITION TOWARDS RENEWABLE FUELS IWT

- Sufficient financial & funding support to green the fleet 

- Study regarding financing greening of the fleet by CCNR 
and its member states 



FUTURE POLICY DEVELOPMENTS /

CHALLENGES

FOCUS TO REALISE WITH OUR VISION 

TOWARDS 2030

– Modalshift 10/15 % in 2030/40: 

– Seamless infrastructure by 2025 

– Multimodal connection with support of 

digitalisation





MANY THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

www.ebu-uenf.org


